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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the in^rention is 
not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C* 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Applicant Admitted Prior Art and further in 
view of Verthein et al. US patent 6,678,284. 

As per claim 1, a server system with plurality of host 
processing cards and manual assignment of IP addresses to the host 
processing cards are admitted prior art (Applicant's specification 
page 1) . The admitted prior art does not have a management card 
with user interface for manual assignment of the IP addresses. In 
similar field of invention, Verthein teaches providing a general 
purpose computing card in the server chassis coupled to plurality 
of network service cards via the internal chassis bus. The 
general purpose computing card is installed with management 
software. This provides for improve network management and 
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reduces access and processing time. (See Verthein col. 2 lines 55- 
62, col. 3 lines 5-8). Hence, given the teaching of Verthein, one 
of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated at the time 
of the invention to have a management card in the chassis of the 
prior art server system for managing the host processor cards in 
the chassis because it would have elimiated the need for 
connecting an external terminal to the chassis and improved 
management and reduced access time to the host processing cards in 
the chassis. 

As per claim 2, the references are silient on the use of I2C 
bus. However, I2C bus is well known in the art. I2C bus is 
efficient becuase it requires only two signal lines. Hence, it 
would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to 
have used I2C bus for managing the cards because it would have 
used minimal mumber of signal lines in the chassis. 

As per claim 3, the references are silient on the use of 
IPMI. However, the advantages of IPMI are well known in the art. 
IPMI is design specifically for management fucntion. Hence, the 
use of IPMI would clearly been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art , 

As per claim 4, since the management card is for managing the 
host processing cards in the chassis. It would have been obvious 
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to use the management card to send other configuration data beside 
the IP addresses to the host processing cards. 

As per claim 5, manual assigment of IP address to the host 
processing card is in the admitted prior (see Applicant's 
specification page 1) . 

As per claim 6, it is well known in the art that 
configuration of IP address include providing address of any 
gateway, subness masks, host name, etc.. Hence, providing these 
information during configuration of the host processing cards 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

As per claim 7, Verthein teaches providing the management 
card with LAN interface (fig. 2 #42), and serial interface (fig. 2 
#36,. 34). 

As per claims 9-13, they are rejected under similar rationale 
as for claims 1-6 above. 

As per claim 15-19, they are method corresponding the the 
system claims 1-6. Hence, they are rejected under similar 
rationale as claims 1-6 above. 

Claims 8, 14, 20 are rejected iinder 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Applicant Admitted Prior Art and further 
in view of Verthein et al, US patent 6,678,284 and Liu US patent 
6,185,110. 
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As per claim 8, Verthein does not teach providing LCD panel 
mounted on the server system. Verthein provides an interface to 
an external display (fig. 2 #32) . However, in 'similar field of 
invention, Liu teaches a system for mounting an LCD on the server 
chassis (see abstract) . Hence, it would have been obvious for one 
of ordinary skill in the art to use the LCD of Liu the prior art - 
system as modified because it would have enabled the display to be 
integrated on the server chassis and eliminating the problem of 
connecting external devices to the server system (Liu col. 2 lines 
1-5). 

As per claims 14 and 20, they are rejected under similar 
rationale as for claim 8 above. Verthien teaches providing the 
management card with LAN interface (fig. 2 #42), and serial 
interface (fig. 2 #36, 34) . 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Sides et al . US patent 6,363,449, col . 3 discloses the 
functions and advanatages of IPMI. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Dung Dinh 
whose telephone number is (571) 272-3943. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday- Thursday from 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM. 
The examiner can also be reached on alternate Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner * s . supervisor , Glenton Burgess can be 
reached at (571) 272-3949. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact, the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 




Dung Dinh 
Primary Examiner 
February 6, 2 005 



